
Legendary golf app ports seamlessly 
to Windows Phone using RadControls 
by Telerik – Achieves #1 ranking

Golf is an extremely popular pastime for men and women 
worldwide. However, not everyone has a personal caddie to direct 
them on drive distance, analysis, scoring and social engagement. 
That is why James Vertisan created SHOTLY (formerly The Caddie) 
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Overview

industry/sectOr
Sports Entertainment

regiOn/cOuntry
United States

custOmer PrOfile
James Vertisan has been perfecting 
SHOTLY (formerly The Caddie) for more 
than 20 years. With more than 250,000 
active Windows Phone users, it is one 
of the most popular apps available 
in the Windows Store. Steve Ballmer 
himself is listed amongst app users.

Business situatiOn
James Vertisan wanted to update his 
wildly popular SHOTLY for  
Windows 8 and Windows Phone 8.  
He was reworking his app from the 
ground up and wanted to leverage 
currently available tools to ensure a 
polished, metro-like look and feel.

sOlutiOn
James leveraged Telerik’s RadControls 
for Windows 8 and Windows Phone 8. 
To date, there are more than two-
dozen tools at work in SHOTLY.
 
Benefits
• SHOTLY has been voted #1 Windows 

Phone App

• James established a partnership 
with Nokia and SHOTLY is the only 
independently developed app in the 
Nokia collection

• Because SHOTLY was ready for the 
Windows 8 press conference, Steve 
Ballmer showed off his personal 
phone that included SHOTLY

Windows 8 Windows Phone 8
RadControls   for RadControls   for™ ™

http://www.shotly.com

BackgrOund

SHOTLY is the brainchild of James 
R.B. Vertisan, a third-generation 
professional golfer and accomplished 
programmer. It was originally released 
in 1989 as a DOS-based application 
written in C. There was a Windows-
based version released in 1995 that 
featured multiple improvements and 
the application has been consistently 
improved upon over the years.

James is the Chief Programmer and 
Application Architect of SHOTLY. He is 
responsible for the entire application 
design, architecture, and supporting 
infrastructure. Since 2004, he has 
devoted over 10,000 hours to coding 
and application improvements.

for Windows Phone 
7. After becoming 
wildly popular – 
one of the most 
popular apps within 
the Windows store, 
James opted to 
update his app for 
Windows 8 and 
Windows Phone 
8. Given the tight 
time constraints 
and sheer volume 
of features 
James wanted to 
implement, he 
turned to Telerik’s 
RadControls to give 
his app the metro-
like look and feel  
he desired.

http://www.shotly.com


James’ father, Joe Browning, has 
been a Class-A PGA Pro for over 30 
years. His grandfather, Jim Browning, 
was a Class-A PGA Pro for over 50 
years and is an inductee into the New 
England PGA Hall of Fame and the 
Maine Sports Hall of Fame.

the challenge

When James Vertisan decided to 
update SHOTLY for Windows 8 and 
Windows Phone 8, he opted to re-
build his app from scratch. He wanted 
to take full advantage of the controls 
and architectural features currently 
available on the market, to ensure a 
perfectly polished look and feel. 

This is not the first time James has 
taken on such a venture. His app has 
been around for more than 20 years, 
but really came into its own with the 
advent of the smartphone. Moreover, 
while he initially built his app for the 
iPhone, James quickly scratched it 
as he was not a fan of the iPhone 
environment and preferred to work 
with Windows Phones.

At the same time, he had limited 
resources and Windows presented 
more of a marketing opportunity 
for him. After more than a year in 
development, James launched the 
original Caddie App for Windows 
Phone 7.

“Golf apps are great for promoting 
a platform – most people don’t find 
it offensive and they get the game,” 
says James. “I also like working with 
Microsoft because they have more of 
a personal approach and care about 
its developers. Because of this, my 
app did very well out of the gate and 
continues to have a huge following.”

With the launch of SHOTLY for 
Windows 8 and Windows Phone 8, 
James had an additional challenge – 
how to make a profit. The Windows 
Phone 7 app was free to download 
and boasts more than 250,000 
regular users. Therefore, he had to 
create a freemium model that would 
offer enough functionality to entice 
the free download, but also create 
a robust enough app that would 
make avid users want to pay for the 
additional bells and whistles.

sOlutiOn 

James opted to take advantage of 
Telerik’s RadControls for Windows 
8 and Windows Phone 8. “I’ve been 
using Telerik’s tools for well over a 
decade…anytime I start with a new 
project, the first thing I do is bring in 
Telerik.”

For his SHOTLY, James wanted to 
take advantage of the many tools 
Telerik offered. As of its initial launch, 
SHOTLY contained between 20 and 
25 Telerik tools, including:

• Animation framework

• Transition controls

• Date, time and list picker

• Gauge 

• Toggle switch

• Exception handler

• Diagnostics



aBOut shOtly

SHOTLY (formerly The Caddie) is the 
brainchild of James R.B. Vertisan and was 
originally released in 1989 as a DOS-based 
application written in C language. There 
was a Windows-based version released in 
1995 that featured multiple improvements. 
SHOTLY has been consistently improved 
over the past years and the most recent 
release was launched in 2009. Mr. Vertisan 
is the Chief Programmer and Application 
Architect of SHOTLY. He is responsible for 
the entire application design, architecture, 
and supporting infrastructure. Since 
2004, he has devoted over 10,000 hours 
to coding and application improvements. 
In addition to being an accomplished 
programmer, Mr. Vertisan is a third-
generation professional golfer. His father, 
Joe Browning, has been a Class-A PGA 
Pro for over 30 years. His grandfather, Jim 
Browning, was a Class-A PGA Pro for over 
50 years and is an inductee into the New 
England PGA Hall of Fame and the Maine 
Sports Hall of Fame.

aBOut radcOntrOls fOr  
windOws 8 By telerik

The first third-party Windows 8 toolset to 
reach the market, RadControls for Windows 
8 by Telerik fills the gaps in WinRT, helping 
shorten the development cycle and drive 
successful app development with rich 
UI capabilities, whether the target is the 
enterprise or the consumer marketplace.

aBOut telerik

Telerik is the market-leading provider 
of end-to-end solutions for application 
development, automated software testing, 
agile project management, reporting, and 
content management across all major 
Microsoft development platforms. Telerik 
is trusted by more than 100,000 customers 
worldwide for its innovation and industry 
best technical support.
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FinD oUT morE

“My favorite tool has been the 
uncaught app errors. Every time an 
error occurs, I get an email. This is by 
far the most valuable control in the 
collection because without it, I’d have 
no insight to the user experience,” 
says James.

the result

Since launch, SHOTLY has taken off 
like wildfire, having been voted #1 
Windows Phone App. James has also 
established a partnership with  
Nokia – SHOTLY+ is the only 
independently developed app within 
the Nokia collection.

But, the feather in James’ cap came 
the day of the Windows 8 press 

conference, when Microsoft CEO 
Steve Ballmer pulled out his Windows 
phone and had SHOTLY on his main 
screen for all to see. “That was the 
moment I’d realized that we had 
arrived, by far one of the coolest 
experiences of my life,” says James.

the verdict

“Telerik’s tools are great. I’ve used 
others in the past, but none of been 
so polished. With each release the 
company adds new components 
and controls that I just cannot 
wait to use. I already have plans to 
include more Telerik RadControls 
in future iterations of SHOTLY and 
our new GOLFLY app.  Moreover, 
if it wasn’t for Telerik, I’m not sure 

I would have been ready for the 
launch of Windows 8 which would 
have been a huge miss.”

For next steps James is focusing on 
ensuring cross-mobile device usage. 
SHOTLY is able to carry tournament 
play and group activities, making 
the app perfect for those who bring 
their tablets to the course. 
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